August 20th, 2020

The Best Lawyers in America©
Have Been Announced!
Kennerly Montgomery has fifteen
attorneys recognized for 2021.

Best Lawyers® 2021
The seven gentlemen in this section have been stalwarts of the Best Lawyers
list for many years. While Marshall only joined Kennerly Montgomery in 2018,
he has been recognized on this list for the past twenty-six years. Bob, Jack,
and Jim have been representing our clients for over thirty years, providing
leadership for the firm throughout all the changes of the last three decades.
Bill joined the firm in 2009 and has been integral to the vitality of the firm and
its rising crop of successful associate attorneys. Kevin, always good for a
laugh over his frozen pudding habit, has become a force in moving the firm into
the future. Doug, who joined the firm in 2019, was also a stalwart of this list
before joining the Firm. He brought his expertise to our clients to help continue
the Firm's goal to offer excellence in as many areas of law as possible.
Please join us in celebrating these gentlemen on their continued
accomplishments!

Marshall H. Peterson, Esq.
Tax Law
Trusts and Estates

Robert H. Green, Esq.
Construction Law
Litigation - Construction

William E. Mason IV, Esq.

Jack M. Tallent II, Esq.

Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law
Litigation - ERISA

Litigation - Construction

Douglas J.
Toppenberg, Esq.

James N. Gore, Jr.,
Esq.

Kevin C. Stevens,
Esq.

Family Law

Employment Law Individuals
Litigation - Insurance

Construction Law
Litigation - Construction

Please join us in welcoming Eddy R. Smith to the Firm!
Eddy has counseled individuals, families and
organizations since 1998, practicing law for 20
years as a principal of the Knoxville law firm
Holbrook Peterson Smith and working two
years in Merrill Lynch Private Wealth. His
practice is devoted to estate and trust
planning; asset protection; business planning
and succession; charitable planning; taxation;
representing fiduciaries and beneficiaries in
estate and trust administration, interpretation
and litigation; and nonprofit organizations. He
has argued three reported Tennessee Court of
Appeals cases involving mattes of first
impression, and serves as an expert witness
on trust and estate matters.
Eddy is a Fellow of The American College of Trust and Estate Counsel, a Certified Exit Planning
Advisor to business owners, a member of the Knoxville and Tennessee bar associations, and a
member of the Tennessee Probate Study Group, a panel responsible for reviewing and drafting
proposed state laws regarding estates, trusts, property, and inheritance, including related tax
laws. He served as Chair of the TBA Estate Planning and Probate Section and President of the
Knoxville Estate Planning Council. Eddy wrote a regular trusts and estates column in the
Tennessee Bar Journal called “Where There’s A Will” and has been published in several bar
journals around the country.
Eddy served two years on U.S. Army active duty (enlisted) and worked five years as a full-time
college minister. He and wife, Wendy, married in 1988 and have three adult children.

Best Lawyers® Debuts
We are excited to celebrate the debut appearance of these four attorneys on

The Best Lawyers in America© list. Toby, Michael, and Sam have been
attorneys at Kennerly Montgomery since 2008 and have been vital members of
the firm and our clients' successes in those times.
Jason is one of our newest members, joining in 2018. He added a much
needed layer to our personal injury and workers' compensation practice
groups.
Please join us in congratulating these gentlemen on their first reception of this
prestigious honor!

Toby R. Carpenter, Esq.

Michael S. Kelley, Esq.

Litigation - Insurance
Personal Injury Litigation Defendants

Appellate Practice
Litigation - Bankruptcy

Jason E. Legg, Esq.

Samuel W. Rutherford, Esq.

Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs
Workers' Compensation Law Claimants

Insurance Law

Kennerly Montgomery has been here for Knoxville's
businesses through the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since face masks and the phrase "social
distancing" became a normal part of our
daily lives, our team has been staying
up-to-date with all COVID-19 related
legislation, ordinances, and federal
guidance.
We are ready to assist you with all of your
business needs during this unprecedented
time.

KM Newsletter: KM Newsletter: KM Newsletter: KM Newsletter: KM Newsletter:
Spring 2020
COVID-19
COVID-19
COVID-19
COVID-19
Special Edition Special Edition Special Edition Special Edition
#4
#3
#2
#1

Please do not hesitate to contact us at (865) 546-7311.

Best Lawyers® : Ones To Watch
The Best Lawyers in America© has launched a new section in the 27th edition
for 2021: Best Lawyers: One to Watch. We are excited to announce that we
have four attorneys included in the inaugural list! Please join us in
congratulating them for this prestigious honor!
Ashley joined Kennerly Montgomery in 2013 and was quickly joined by Ben,
Michael, and Zack in 2014. We are very proud of the hard work they have put
in for the firm thus far in their careers. We are lucky to work alongside
attorneys with so much drive and potential and look forward to working with
them for years to come!

Michael R. Crowder, Esq.

Ben D. Cunningham, Esq.

Trusts and Estates

Banking and Finance Law

Zack R. Gardner, Esq.

Ashley N. Trotto, Esq.

Corporate Law

Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law

Christenberry Kids
Even though COVID-19 disrupted our
quarterly community outreach project,
we are still excited to get back in the
classroom with our kindergarten
classes whenever things return to

normal. We miss sharing the love of
reading with these wonderful kids!

If you want to learn more about this program, please click the above title.
If you'd like to donate books or money to buy books, please email glemons@kmfpc.com.

Presentations and Seminars
Our attorneys at Kennerly
Montgomery regularly provide
seminars on current legislative issues
and hot topics for our clients, both in
our office and at client sites.
We also regularly present at
conferences and learning courses for
fellow professionals.
If you have any interest in setting up a seminar for your business or want to
attend one of our next in-house seminars, please email glemons@kmfpc.com









